Service, Hunter was actually approached by the Viceroy Lord Mayo to write his account of the so-called 'Wahabi' 3 conspiracy and trials then underway in India, and drew copiously from official government documents supplied by the Home, Foreign and Military Departments.
4 Indian Musalmans duly received the 'hearty approval' of the Viceroy and excellent reviews from the Anglo-Indian press, and its publication accompanied his appointment as Under-Secretary in the Home Department.
5 On a return visit to London following its tremendous reception there, 'he was received by the magnates of the India Office as one who had rendered signal service to the Empire'.
6
Indian Musalmans was reprinted early the following year and then once again in 1876. Although at the time of Hunter's death in 1901 it was no longer available in Britain, it has been since recognised by historians as 'highly influential' in shaping late nineteenth-century British attitudes towards Indian Muslims.
7 On the subject of the 'Wahabi' movement, which had become for Anglo-Indians at the time 'chief among Indian causes celebres', its effect was 'prompt and lasting '. 8 Nor was its influence confined to a solely British audience. In the late colonial period it appears to have been adopted by a Muslim readership and reprinted in 1945 'to meet a great demand' for its powerful account of 'the great Puritanic revival -the Wahabi Movement in Islam, and how it served to give expression to the agonies of a great nation who had just lost an empire and political power'.
9 Given this later, as it were cross-communal, consensus it is perhaps not surprising that in terms of its historiographical legacy, scholars appear now to accept its narrative of the movement as a matter of fact.
10 Such an acceptance is not infrequently accompanied by a dismissal of its populist literary qualities. Francis Robinson, for instance, sees it as not 'particularly well-argued or well-written' and as too hastily pushed into a prominence it did not deserve.
11 Nevertheless, he uses it elsewhere uncritically as a history of the tariqah-i muhammadiyah (The Way of Muhammad) reformist movement, their insurgency on the border, their activities during the 'Mutiny' and their pan-Indian organisation (the facts of which are addressed below). He not only accepts the designation of this movement as 'Wahabi', but sees it -much as Hunter had done -as based largely on the original Arabian movement of the same name.
12 Before I move on to the detail of the text of Indian Musalmans itself, it is necessary to make some preliminary observations arising out of this confusing textual legacy. These observations concern on the one hand -and as instanced by Robinson -its adoption of Hunter's descriptions of the exclusively foreign genealogy of the tariqah-i muhammadiyah reform movement. 
